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ATTAINMENT OF CHRISTIAN PERFECTION. 

A this may, perhaps, encourage > the sul that is 
seeking this blessing. 

~ God is able to cleanse the heart from all sin. If we start back 

~ from seeking this blessing because it is so great, because so much is to 


_~ be done, and because we are capable of doing nothing ourselves; yet’ 


— God is able. He is Almighty. Nothing is too great forhim. Ifa 
world is to be created, he has only to speak, and itis done. It ma 
be a great thing for you to have your heart entirely sanctified, but it. 
is nothing with God. Look, then, when you think of the difficulty 
of the work, only to the power of the Almighty, and consider that as 
pledged to be exerted in your behalf. Pe 
God is willing to sanctify you wholly. or this he has assured us, ‘ I 
will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and give you a heart 
of flesh.” — The Lord thy God will circumcise thine heart, and the 


E heart of thy seed, to love the Lord thy God with all thine heart, and 


-with all thy soul. is the willof God, even your sanctification.” 
He has taught us in the 7th of Matt. that earthly pirents are not so . 
willing to give food to a hungry cnild, as he is to vive the Holy Spirit 

to them that ask him. He has cold us, also, hat. he ‘“ giveth not the 
Spirit by measure.” We must believe he is willing when we think — 
that it will be for Ais own glory, if this work is wrought j in us. The 
remembrance, too, of the thousands who have received this blessing 
should cate Tay us. Is God more willing to bless one than he is _ 
another, if both come in the way he has appointed 3 ? Let the recol- 


~~ Jection ol:the blessings we always have received, when we came to 


him in faith, testify to his willineness to bless. ‘And above all, let 
the fact that he loved us so well, even while we were enemies to him, 
as to give his only Son to die fur us, for ever banish from our minds 
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| a thought so ungrateful as that he is unwilling to make us entirely 
God has made provision 10 the atonement by. Jesus Christ, for our 


might redeem us from all iniquity.” “ He was manifested to de- 
stroy the works of the devil ;” and surely our sins are a part of | 
those works. “ He bore our sins in his own body on the tree.” A 
part of them only? Nay, but all. The atonement of Jesus Christ | 
is sufficient for all the sins of all the world. Otherwise it would not — 
be what we need. If we do not receive this purchased blessing, do 
- we not cause Christ to suffer in vain. for us in paying a redemption 
price for all our sins, while we are saved but from a part of them? 
Here is a fountain sufficient to cleanse his people from all sin ; an 
ocean of love large enough to purify a universe of sinners, from all 
— guilt, even were they ten-fold more polluted than they are, 
We have not, then, to come to persuade God to be willing to 
cleanse us from our sins, but to receive the provision already made in | 
| the atonement of Christ, for this very purpose. | Here is a fulness, an 
infinite fulness of grace, which is perfectly free for the humblest | 
Come, then, thirsty soul, 


| ],.and ‘receive your part of this fulness. — 
~ You will take: nothing from it,—the immeasurable ocean of love. 


your heart. It is much for you to receive, but nothing for God to 
is willing now’ to perfect you in love. thousand years 
. with him are as one day, then he must be as willing to do the work 
to-day as a thousand years hence. willing now—just at this mo- 
ment—as at any other-petiod of our lives. It*must be so,—for we 
can never make ourselves fit to receive the blessing; if we ever. 
obtain it, it must be as an unmerited favor. And if God bestows it 
if enurely as a ailt, for the sake of Christ, then he is as willine to sive. 
it ever will be. “Do you believe. that provision is made in the 
_ atonement for this full salvation? Do you believe it is to be received 


\ 4 


«entire sanctification. Jesus Christ “ gave himself for us, that he ~ 


cannot be lessened by that drop which will be sufficient to cleanse — ) 


a by faith alone -—that God is perfectly willing now to cleanse your. | 
heart from.,sin, and fill you with love? Then believe it, and continue 
believe it; ull you reecive the evidence that God has .wroucht the 
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SPIRITUAL ae ee OF THE SON OF GOD. 


Mr. FLercuer wrote six interesting Ictters to some person, on the Spiritual i 
Manifestation of the Son of God. It is not certain:when they were written, or to 
whom addressed; but from the size of the characters and the state of the manu- 
script, it is judged they were written mM — early part of his ministry. The fol- 
lowing } is the first of them. 


“LETTER 1. 


Sun: When I had the pleasure of seeing you last, you scemed . 
surprised to hear me say that the Son of God, for purposes w orthy of | 
his wisdom, manifests himself, sooner or later, to all his sincere fol-— 
lowers, in a spiritual manner, which the world knows not of. The 
assertion appeared to you unscriptural, enthusiastical, and dangerous. © 
~ What I then advanced to prove that it was Scriptural, ‘rational, and 
of the greatest importance, made you desire I would write to you 
on the mysterious subject. I declined it, as being unequal to the 
‘task; but having since considered that a mistake here may endanger 
your soul and m mine, I sit down to: comply with your request : and 
the end I propose by it, is either to give you a fair opportunity. of |, 
pointing out my error, tt am wrong,.or to engage you, if | am 
right, to seek what I esteerh the most valuable “of all blessings—. 

ie revelations of Christ;to your own soul, productive of the experimen- 
~, tal knowledge of him, and the present enjoyment of his salvation. 
Asan architect cannot build a palace unless he be allow eda proper 
- spot to erect it upon, so I shall not be able to establish the doctrine I 
maintain unless you allow me the existence of the proper senses to 
which our Lord manifests himself. ‘The manifestation I contend for 
being of a spiritual nature, must be made to spiritual senses ; and that 
such senses exist, and are opened in, and exercised by rewenerate 
souls, is what design to prove in this letter, ey the joint 
‘of Scripture, our Chureh, and reason. 
I.. The Scriptures inform us that. Adam’ lost the ‘experimental 
‘knowledge of Godby) the fall. His foolish attempt to hide himself 
from his Creator, whose eyes are in every place, evidences the total. | 
~blindpess of his understanding: ~The’ same veil of. unbelicfwhich. bid... 
God from his mind, was drawn over his heart and all his spiritual 
senses. . He died the death, the moral, spiritual death, in. conse- 
-quence of which the corruptible hody. sinks into the grave, and. the 
unregenerate, soul into hell. 
“In this. deplor: able state, Adam begat his like him, 
are notionly void of the life of God, but alienated from it through tlie 
ignorance that is in us. Henee it is, that thouch we are possessed of 
such an animal and rational life as he retained after the commission 
of his sin, yet we are, by nature, utter strangers to the holiness and. 
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bliss he enjoyed in a state of innocence. Though we have, in com- 
mon with beasts, bodily organs of sight, hearing, tasting, smelling, and 


feeling, adapted to outward objects ; though we enjoy, in common = 


with devils, the faculty of reasoning upon natural truths and mathe- 
matical propositions, yet we do not understand supernatural and 
Divine things. Notwithstanding all our speculations about them, we 
can neither see nor taste them truly, unless we are “ risen with Christ 
and taught of God.” We may, indeed, speak and write about them,. 
~as the blind may speak of colors, and the deaf dispute of sounds, but 
jt is all guess work, hearsay, and mere conjecture. ‘I'he things of 
‘the Spirit of God cannot be discovered but by spiritual, internal 
senses, which are, with regard to the spiritual world, what our bodily _ 
external senses are, with regard to the material world. ‘hey are © 
‘the only medium by which an intercourse between Christ and our 
souls can be opened and maintained. 
-.. The exercise of these senses is peculiar to those who are born of © 
- God. They belong to what the apostles call “the new man, the 
inward man, the new creature, the hidden man of the heart.” In 
believers, this hidden man is awakened and raised from the dead, by | 
‘the power of Christ’s resurrection. Christ is his life, the Spirit of 
God is his spirit, prayer or praise his breath, holiness his health, and 
love his element. We read of his hunger and thirst, food and drink, 
garment and habitation, armor and conflicts, pain and pleasure, faint- 
ing and reviving, growing, walking, and working. All this supposes 
senses, and the more these senses are quickened by God, and exer-— 
cised by the new-born soul, the clearer and stronger is his perception 
On the other hand, in unbelievers, the inward man is deaf, blind, » 
naked, asleep, past feeling; yea, dead in trespasses and sins; and of 
course, as incapable of perceiving spiritual things, as a person in a 
deep sleep, or a dead man, of discovering outward objects. St. 
Paul’s language to him is, “Awake, thou that sleepest, arise from the 
~ dead, and Christ shall give thee light.” Hecalls bim a natural man, ~ 
one who hath no higher life than his parents conveyed to him by 
Natural generation—one who follows the dictates of his own sensual 
soul, and ‘is neither: born of God, nor led by the Spirit of God. 
~The natural man,” says the apostle, “ receiveth not the things of 
: the Spirit, for they are foolishness ‘unto him, neither can he know | 
them, because they are spiritually discerned.” He has no sense — 
X properly exercised for ‘ts kind of discernment, “ his eye hath ‘not — 
seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered_jnto | 


which God hath prepared forthem that love him.”. 
of the natural man is the spiritual, so called, because 

2 rod hath revealed Spiritual things to him by his Spirit, who is now in 
ANB principle of spiritual and, eternal life. The spiritual man,” 
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entel us “heart the things 
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says the apostle, ‘ judgeth, [i. e. discerneth] all things, yet he him- 
self is discerned of noone.” The high state he is in can no more be 


discerned by the natural man, than the condition of the natural man 


can be discerned by a brute, 1 Cor. x., 15. 
‘St. Paul not only describes the spiritual man, but speaks particu- 
larly of his mternal, moral senses. Christians, says he, of full age, 


by reason of use, have their senses exercised to discern good and evil, 7 
Heb..4;, 14. He prays, that the love of the Philippians “may 


abound more and more in knowledge, and ev in all sense 


or feeling,” Phil.1..9,. The Scriptures constantly mention, or allude 


to one or other of these spiritual senses. Give me leave to produce 
some instances. 


(1.) To begin with sight. St. Paul prays “hee the eyes of his - 


converts being “enlightened, they might ‘ know what was the hope of 


their calling.” He’ reminds them that Christ had been “ evidently 
set forth crucified before their eyes.” He assures them that “the | 
god of this world hath blinded the fad of them that believe not the | 


Gospel; and declares that his commission was ‘ to open the eyes 


of the Gentiles) and turn them from darkness to light.” “Abraham 


Christ’s day, and was glad.” ‘Moses persevered, ‘seeing 
Him who ts invisible.” David prayed, Open my eyes: that 


see wonders out of thy Jaw.” Our Lord complains that the heart of | 
unbelievers is ‘“ waxed gross, ‘that their ears are dull of hearing, and 


that they have closed their eyes, lest they should see with their eyes, 
~ understand with their hearts, and be converted.” He counsels the 
-Laodiceans to anoint their eyes with eye salve, that they might see.” 
~ He declares that the world cannot receive the Spirit of truth, “be- 


cause it sees him not;”’ that ‘the things which belong to the 


peace’ of obstinate unbelievers are, at last, judicially, “hid from 


their eyes’? and that the “ pure in heart shall see God.” St. John 


testifies that he who does evil “« hath. nat seen God ;” and that dark- 
ness ‘hath blinded the eyes of him’ that loves not his brother. ‘The 


Holy Ghost informs. us, that believers ‘ look at the things which are. 
‘not seen, and behold: the glory of God, shining in the face of Jesus — 
These. are “the eyes with Believers see the salvation 
of God. ‘They are so distinct from those of the body, that when our — 


Lord opened them in St. Paul's soul, he suffered scales to grow over 
his bodily eyes. And no doubt, when Christ gave outward sight to — 
the blind, it was chiefly to convince the world that it was He who can 


oo 25 Say £0 blind sinners, “ Receive your sight ; see the goodness of the 
Lord in the land of the living; look. unto me, and be ye saved.” 


_(2.) If you do not admit of a spiritual, hearing, what can you make 
of our Lord’s repeated caution, “ He that hath é ear to hear, let him 


hear? > what can be the meaning of the following 


ia ‘Hear, O foolish people, who have ears and hear not. 


e uncir- 
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cumcised in heart and ears, ye cannot hear my words ye are of 
, your father, the devil. He that is of God, heareth God's words ; ye, 
therefore, hear them not, because ye are not of God?” Can it be 
‘supposed that our Lord spake of outward hearing, when he said, 
“The hour cometh, and now is, that the dead shall hear the voice of 
the Son of God, and live. My sheep hear my voice. He that hath 
heard and learned of the Father,cometh unto me?” Do not all sin- 
‘ners stand spiritually in need of Christ’s powerful Ephphatha, “ Be 
thou opened?” Is that man truly converted, who cannot witness 
with Isaiah, “The Lord hath wakened my ear to hear as the 
learned ;” and with the psalmist, ‘‘ Mine ears hast thou opened?” 


a Had not the believers at Ephesus “ heard Christ, and been’ taught 

| | of him?” When St. Paul was caught up into, the third heaven, did 

| not ‘hear words unspeakable ?”? And, far from thinking spiritual 
a | hearing absurd, or impossible, did he not question, whether he was 
out of the body? And does not St. John positively declare 
thatihe was in the Spirit, when he heard Jesus say, am the first 
Jif _ (8.) How void of meaning are the following passages, if they do | 
‘a not allude to that, sense, whichis calculated for the reception of what 
‘vi the barrenness of human language compels me to call spiritual per- 


fumes! The smell of thy ointments is better than all spices. "The 
smell of thy garments is like the smell.of Lebanon. All thy gar- 
ments smell of myrrh, aloes, and cassia; and because of the savor of 

_ thy good ointments, thy name is as ointment poured forth.” 

(4.) If believers have not a spiritual faculty of tasting Divine 
things, what delusion must they be under when they say, Christ’s 
‘fruit is sweet to their taste ;’’ and cry out, “ How sweet are thy 
| words to my taste; they are sweeter than honey to my mouth!’ 
Bat how justly can they speak thus, if they have tasted the heay- 
| sift, and the good word of God, and as new-born babes, desire 
“ay the sincere milk of it!” Surely, if they eat the flesh of the Son of 
| - God, drink his blood, and taste-that the Lord is.gracious,”. th ey have. 
a right to testify, that his love is “better than wine”? and to invite’ 


| and thirst after righteousness, to taste that the | 
Hore is good,” that they also may\be sajisfied with his goodness and 

mercy, “as with marrow and/Mfatnesy.” 

| | If we be not perfect stoics in fcligion, if. we have one degree’ 
-More of devotion than the marble statué eS” 


We should have, I think, some fe 


s, Which adorn our churehes, 
Sense of God’s majesty. Christ’s 


lecling of our unworthiness, some- 
tender heart was piereed to atone 
fo remove the hardness of ours. God promises to take from. 
-us the « heart of stone,” and to give us a heart of flesh, “a broken 
and contrite heart,” the sacrifice of which he will not despise... Good 
Josiah Was praised, because his heart was “tender? The 
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conversion of the three thousand, on the day of pentecost, began by 
their being pricked in their heart. We are directed to feel after 
God, if haply we may find him. Gur Lord himself is not ashamed 
to be touched, in heaven, with a feeling of our infirmities. And its 
Paul intimates, that the highest deoree “of obduracy and apostacy, | 
to be past Secang, and to have ¢ our couscicnces seared as with a i 
iron. 

I hope, SID, you will not attempt to set aside so many plain pas- 
sages, by saying they are unfit to support a doctrine, as containing 
empty metaphors, which amount just to nothing. This would be 
pouring the greatest contempt on the perspicuity of the oracles of | 
God, the integrity of the sacred writers, and the wisdon of the Holy | 
Ghost who inspired them. As certainly as there is a spiritual | life, 
there, are senses calculated for. the display and enjoy ment of it; and 
these “senses exist no more in metaphor than the life that exerts itself 
by them. Our Lord settled the point when he declared to Nicode-. 
mus, that ‘‘no man can see the kingdom of God,” the kinedom of - 
grace here and of glory hereafter, “except he be first born of God, 
Horw ofthe Spirit; just as no ehild-can see this world except he be 
first born of a woman, born of the flesh. ‘lence ‘it appeats that a 
_ regenerate soul hath. its spiritual senses opened, and made capable of 


what belongs to the spiritual world, as a new-born infant 


‘hath its natural senses unlocked, and begins to sce, hear, a and taste 


/ ‘what belongs to the material w arid into Ww hich’ he enters. 


TL. These declarations of the Lord, his prop nets, and apostles, need 
no confirmation. Nevertheless, to show you, sir, that 1 do not mis-_ 
take their meaning I shall add the bestensiiy: ‘of our own excellent 
Church, As she str ictly agrees with the Scripture, she makes, also, 
frequent mention of spiritual sensations; and you know, sir, that 
sensations necessarily,suppose senses. She prays that God w ould 
“ wive us a due gonse of his inestimable love in the redemption of the 
world by our Lotd Jesus Christ.” (Thanksgiving.) She bees that 
he would “make us know and feel that there is no other name than 
that of Jesus, whereby we must be saved.” (Office for the sick.) 
She affirms that true penitents feel “the burden of their sins intol-_ 
erable; ” (Communion ; tha at godly persons. “feel in themselves the. 
Ww orking of Christ’s Spirit 5” GSeventeenth article ;) that “the Lord 


speaks “presently: to us” tn the Seriptures, to the great.and endless 


comfort of all that have any feeling of God in. them at all;’’ that 
“rodly men felt inwardly the Holy Ghost inflaming their hearts with 
the fear and Jove of God, and that they are. miserable wretches who: 
no feeling of God within at all!” (Hom. on certain places 
of Scripture ") and that “if we feel the heavy burden of our sins. 
pressing our souls and tormenting us with the fear of death, hell, and 
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damnation, we must steadfastly behold Christ crucified with the eyes 
of our heart.” (Second Hom. on the Passion.) 
Our Church farther declares that “ true faith is not m the mouth 
and outward profession only, but liveth and stirreth inthe heart, and 
af we feel and perceive such a faith in us, we must rejoice,” ( Hom. 
on Faith, first and third part:) that “ correction, though painful, ; 
bringeth with it a taste of God’s goodness:” (fom. on the Fear of — 
death, third part :) that “if after contrition we fee] our consciences 
at peace with God, through the remission of our sin, It Is God who 
~worketh that great miracle in us;” and she prays, that “as this 
knowledge and feeling is not in ourselves, and as by ourselves it 1s 
not possible to come by it, the Lord would give us grace to know 
these things, and feel them in our hearts.” (Hom. for Rogation 
week, third.) She begs that “ God would assist us with his. Holy - 
Spirit, that we may hearken to the voice of the good Shepherd:” — 
(Hom. on Repentance, second part :) she sets upon asking continually 
that the Lord would “lighten our darkness,’ and deliver us from — 
the two heaviest plagues of Pharaoh, ‘blindness and hardness of © 
heart.”” (Evening prayer and litany.) And she affirms that “ if. 
~~ we will be profitable hearers of the Scriptures, we must keep under 
- our carnal senses, taken by the outward words, search the inward 


| 


is to open our spiritual senses, as he opened Lydia’s heart, (ffom. 
on certain places of Scripture.) Hy 
If I did not think the testimony of our blessed reformers, founded 
upon that of the sacred writers, of sufficient weight to turn the scale 
of your sentiments, I could throw in the declarations of many ancient 
divines. ‘T’o instance in two or three only. St. Cyril, in the thir- 
teenth Book of his Treasure, affirms, that ‘ men know Jesus is the 
é Lord, by the Holy Ghost, no otherwise than they who taste honey — - 
know it is sweet, even by its proper quality.” Dr. Smith, of 
~ Queen’s college, Cambridge, in his Select Discourses, observes, 
one alter Plotinus, that “God is best discerned vOEQU TH agy by an intellec- 
)\; tual touch of him.” We must, says he, “see with our eyes, to use | 
St. John’s words ; . we must hear with our ears, and our hands must. 
handle the word of life,’ ear yag wuyns acabeare tic, for the soul hath its 
sense as well as the body.” And Bishop Hopkins, in his Treatise 
_ on the New Birth, accounts for the Papists denying the knowledge — 
_ of salvation, by saying, “Itis no wonder that they who will not trust. 
their natural. senses in’ the doctrine | 
trust. their spiritu al ones in the doctrine of assurance.” 


> THLE Bat “instead of ‘proving the point by multiplying ‘quotations, 


he let me weigh the following observations in the 
_ balance of reason>— — 
(1.) Do not all grant there is such a thing as moral sense in the 
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meaning, and give place tothe Holy Ghost,” whose peculiar office it 


‘trine of transubstantiation should not 


» 
wie | | 
me 
it 
— 
| 
+ 
if 
— | 
| 


Spiritual Manifestation of the Son of God. 33 


world, and that to be utterly void of it is to be altogether unfit for 


social life? If you had given a friend the greatest proofs of your — 


love, would not he be inexcusable if he felt no gratitude, and had 


absolutely no sense of your kindness? Now, if moral sense and 


feeling are universally allowed between man and man in civil life, 


why should it appear incredible, or irrational, that there should be 


such a thing between God and man in the Divine life ? 


(2.) To conclude. If material objects cannot be perceived by 
man in his present state, but through the medium of one or other of 
his bodily senses, by a parity of reason, spiritual objects cannot be~ 


discovered but through one or other of the senses which belong to 
the inward man... God being a Spirit, cannot be worshipped in truth, 


unless he be known in Spirit. You may as soou imagine how a blind > 
man, by reasoning on what he feels or tastes, can get true ideas on — 


~ fight and colors, as how one who has no spiritual senses opened, can, 


by all his reasoning and guessing, attain an experimental knowledge 


of the invisible God. 
Thus from the joint testimony of Scripture, of our Church, and 


_of reason, it appears that spiritual senses are a blessed reality. I have — 


~dwelt-so long on the proof of their existence for two reasons. First, 


-. they are‘of infinite use in religion. , Saving faith cannot subsist and 

act without them. If St. Paul’s definition of grace be just, if it be 
substance,” or subsistence rather, ‘‘of things hoped for, the evi- 

dence of things not seen,” it must be a principle of spiritual life, more 


or less attended with the exercise of these senses ; according to the 
poetic and evangelical lines of Dr. Young :— 


pe My heart, awake, | 
Feel the great truths: to feel is to be fired, 
And to believe, Lorenzo, 1s to feel. | 


. TM professors see the necessity of believing, in this manner, they rest 
ina refined ‘form of godliness.’ ‘To the confidence of the Antino- 
-muans, they may, indeed, join the high profession of the foolish vir- 


gins. ‘hey may even crown their partial assent to the truths of the - 


Gospel with the zeal of Pharisees and the regularity of moralists ; 


~ but sull they stop short of the “new creation,” the “new birth, the . 


_ of the most important truths of Christianity, and think the discov- _ 
_ ries that sound believers have of Christ. and the spiritual world, are 


_. Tife of God” in the soul of man. Nay more, they stumble at some — 


enthusiastical delusions, or at least extraordinary favors, which they — 


ean very well do without. Thus, even while they allow the power 


of godliness in others, they rest satisfied without experiencing it in® 


themselves. 


2 Secondly. What I shall write will depend very much on the 
existence of “ spiritual senses':”” if this letter convince you that they 
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are opened in every new-born soul, you will more easily believe 
Christ can and does manifest himself by that proper medium; and 


my letters on Divine Manifestations will meet ith a less iced 


That Emmanuel, “ the light of the world,” may direct me to write | 
with soberness and truth, and you to read with attention and candor, » 
the sincere prayer of, sir, yours, &c. Joun FLercrer. 


HOW TO BECOME ESTABLISHED IN PERFECT LOVE. 


CONVERSATION BETWEEN A PREACHER AND BELIEVER. 


Believer. Since I saw you last, | have been in various states of 


‘mind; and [ think it will prove a blessing to me, if. you will wive me 


a little advice, and answer me a few questions. 

Preacher. You may rest assured, that I will keep nothing back, 
which may advance your comfort and salvation. Of what do yor 


B. At present my soul is happy, and pursuing after all-the ivind 


that was in Christ Jesus; but I have many conflicts. with Satan, i 


| 


gpecting full salvation. Ihave met with some things which 


expect; and with others, concerning which, though they were not 
unexpected, formed a wrong estimate. "These have, than 


once, brought me to the point of giving up my confidence : hitherto, °~ 


however, I have held it fast, and [ hope to do so to the end. — 


P. I suppose you have been comparing yourself with some, who,..” 


~ having walked for a time in this Christian liberty, are become mucli 

more established ‘in it than yourself. If you have done so, it is n0 
wonder that you have been sorely tempted. You are as yet ouly ia 
“an infant state, compared with what you wil be, if you persevere.— 


After we are cleansed from. all filthiness of flesh and spirit, we are 
then to PERFECT Hotness in the fear of God; ‘to be filled with the - 


knowledye of his will, inall-wisdom and spiritual understanding 
be ROOTED and BUILT up in him, and sraBnisuep int 
to be with all the runness of God. 
See others more advanced in the divine life 
give up what you: have received 
» the same, or even more, 
BD. You are right in 


he faith; and 


from the hand of your bencficent Redeemer. 


comparing myself with others. 

been more frequent-at the throne of or en I 
of receiving greater t 
method. 


L ought to have 


| grace, when [| saw the possibility 
hings ;- and, in future 


tO 


‘herefore, if you should - 
yourself, you must! 
but be encouraged to expect’ * 


itn the conjecture. have thoueht too meanly 


e, intend to observe that. 
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— P. What questions, then, do you wish me to answer ? 

B. Lhave lately had different kinds of fear in my beart 5 and you 
may remember it is said, that ‘ perfect love casteth out fear ;” and, 
‘he that feareth is not made perfect in love.” ~ How seen [ recon- 
cile this with my own experience ? 

_...P. You must take care not to draw conclusions too hastily, re- 
| specting a state of entire sanctification ; for if you should unadvisedly 
vive up your confidence, as I have before observed, you will certain] 

bring yourself ito darkness, and lose many of your comforts. That 
the “Apostle, in those words, does not mean every kind of fear, is 
sufficiently plain. None can doubt, that our Lord was possessed of 
perfect love 5 and yet he pray ed, as in an agony, that the cup might 
pass from him; “and was heard in that he feared.” Probably, there- 
fore, St. John meant, that when our love is made perfect, we shall 
not be afraid of acknowledging to the world, that we are the follow- 
ers of the Lamb of God, whatever may be the consequence ; or, that: 
painful, apprehensions of the threatened judgments of God are re- 
moved from the mind, when love dwells there and has the dominion. 

It is not, then, inconsistent with this state, that we should be some- 
times troubled with some kinds of fear. | The approach of danger, 
~ weakness of the nervous system, unexpected occurrences, a change 


» of circumstances, &c., may suddenly come upon us, and cause a mo- 
meatary alarm, W hile the pure intention to please, God be 


strong as ever. 
natural of differ from one anoth- 
Some, who are altogether destitute of relivion, are bold and in- 
exel: while others, who walk in the “ordinances and command-. 
~ ments ‘of the Bard blameless,” are timid, and easily fluttered with al- 
most every new thing. Nea, there is reason to believe, that many » 
confound tre natural and innocent love of life, given us for the pres- 
-ervation of our being, with the fear of death ; ‘and perhaps you may 
have known some of the servants of God drag on heavily, by reason 
of this mistake, till cast.on the last bed of afiliction, when this princi- 
ple, being no loncer necessary, has been suspended. ‘They ‘have then. 


lifted "ip thes hands, and left the world i in holy triumph, without the’ <., 


feast disturbance from doubt or fear. . 
B. 'This.is very reasonable and satisfactory. I w ish to know, in 

| the next place, whether 1 ought to have looked for constant joy ? 

_. _P. Some have expected a state next to rapture ; in this, however, 

have often been disappointed. Joy is fruit of the 


3 and we are accor dingly commanded to rejoice; St. Paul 
could: rejoice in tribulation; and our Lord has bid us ask, joy 


may be full. These expressions certainly denote a state 6f creat and — 
substantial happiness; yet not the ecstacy some have imacined. —- 
The most holy are not exempt from the common ills of life. = he 
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road to heaven lies through the vale of tears. Some ar aie 
of whom it is said “ the world was not worthy, : ed cts = 
flicted, tormented. ‘These were among the ancient ‘\ ‘though filled 
still greater numbers, under the Christian 
- with a larger measure of the Spirit, have suffered yet more abundant- 


encounter, the course of his joys will always be liable to mterruption. 


heart is sore pained within me: rivers of waters run down mine eyes, 


ual sorrow in his heart, occasioned by the unbelief and obstinacy of 
his countrymen. - 


| 


assurance of his gracious designs towards us, and shall find in ow 


clude, that as we get more of 
for much greater rejoicing, 
B. Another thing I expec 
and greater activit 
thisdefect? 


Flatness a 


ant to the Christian. When these unwelcome visitants trouble him, 
_ they make him almost ready to think, that he has mistaken his true 

condition. ‘The service he offers is so very limited, when compared 
with that of the Psalmist, who could say, “The zeal of thine house 
hath eaten me up,” and exhibits so little sympathy with that observa- 
of the Apostle, “ Itis good to be zealously affected 


good thing,” thathe would be discouraged, if bis “ 
not bear him witness in. the 


the divine nature, there will be cause 


always ina 
conscience ”’ did 


This may arise from a degree of un- 

faithfulness in the use of our talents: in that case, more watchfulness 

and humility are requisite. ‘The mind, however, may be thus de- 

pressed by various other causes ;* such as, a natural and unconquera- 
ble lethargic state of body, , | | 


excessive labor, providential interruptions 
_ to secret devotion not rightly im 


‘| eat proved, pressure of business, travel- | 
ing, company, afflictions, &c. | 


ese circumstances may be inno- 
onally damp the holy fire. It re- 


cent in themselves, and 


nt yet occasi 
quires frequent exercises 


ess, b 


ictorious. 
Leading too close 


i and sedentary a life, has the same effect. It 
frequently hap p ens, th y : 


at very studious persons are not the most lively. 


di it, dishonor done 
If there were nothing else to disturb it, than. the to 
God by wicked men, that would be sufficient. How many have said, 
like the Psalmist, when he beheld the abounding of iniquity, “ My 


because they keep not thy law!” St. Paul said, that he had contin- 


ted in this state was, much warmer zeal 
y than i generally found. What iS your opinion of 


Holy Ghost,” that he aims to do “the 
will of God from the heart.” 


‘ly. While the Christian has so many trials, and so many enemies to 


Though | have thus spoken, I would observe that, as we increase 
-. in the knowledge and love of God, we shall attain to much greater 


trials much greater support afforded. We may, then, reasonably con- 


nd dullness in the service of God, are very unpleas- 


of faith, and much wisdom, to order our — 
y the renewings of the Holy Ghost, we * 
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They spend too much time upon comparatively unimportant _sub- 
jects, or the increasing of their knowledge in things not immediate- 


ly tending to the glory of God and the edification of others, to — 
which every man of God should strictly attend, according to his abil- 
ity. All was dross, in the estimation of the Apostle, but the knowl- | 
edge of his crucified Lord; by which the world was crucified to him, — 


and he to the world. The Spirit of ‘Truth draws us to God for the 


fire of divine love, and then, as it were, repels us from him, to burn: 
and shine in the world ; or, in other words, it is exceedingly difficult 


Ne preserve life and fervency of spirit, without proportionable activity 


in the promotion of religion among men.. Lay out yourself, then, my 


friend, for the good of others, especially for the salvation of their 
souls ; and. while you are aiming at this, the Lord will cause your 
_ Zeal to increase, and fill your heart with the choicest blessings of his 
kingdom. 


B. 1 find the more my love to God | increases, the more I desire 


the salvation and happiness of my fellow-creatures. O that I may 

~atlJast, unworthy as Iam, look round me in heaven, and see some _ 
there who shall have obtamed that blessedness by my instrumentali- 

ty! But, not to detain you longer than necessary, are not wandering 


thoughts rather inconsistent with entire sanctification ? 


P. If, by wandering thoughts, you mean thoughts that sometimes. 


intrude themselves upon us- when engaged in the service of God, and 


- divert our minds from him, I think not. It is indeed the will of God, , 


that we should wait upon him without distraction. Many enjoy this 


_ salvation in an eminent degree, and, no doubt, it is a privilege belong- | 
ing to the pure in heart: but it is not always to be expected, without 


an : extraordinary degree of grace, and perhaps not always then; as, 
for example, during a paroxysm of pain, whether bodily or mental. 


We ought to remember, that whatever employs the intellect, engenders © 


thought. All our temptations do the same. AH we see, hear, or do, 


has the same tendency. ~ Still, under all these circumstances, we may — 
preserve a conscience void of offence toward God and toward man. | 
~ Should we be thus troubled, we must not renounce what the Lord has 
done for us. ‘This is the very point to which our arch-enemy would — 


bring us. Let us remember, it is promised that the Lord will keep 


us in perfect peace, if our minds are stayed upon him; and the things 
ef which we heartily renounce for his sake, will never be imputed | to us. 


for iniquity. Prudently oppose whatever does not tend to God with 
_ B. 1 think you observed, that the fruit of holiness always accom- 


for the fruit, as well as the witness of sanctification. Now, in some 

, severe exercises of mind, it seemed to me that no fruit remained ; nor, 

from the nature of my temptations, had I either ume or r ability to 
4 


\ that which does, and you shall still go on from conquering to conquer. 


—_ panies the witness of the Spirit ; or, in other words, that 1 must look ~ 


, 
i 
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look for it. The Spirit, however, still bore his testimony, though not 
~ always with the same degree of evidence, that I stood accepted in his 
‘P. Tam glad you have mentioned this circumstance ; for this is 
the very place where many give up their confidence in the all-purify- 
ing blood of Christ. There is no necessity for this ; and it arises” 
from a want of distinguishing between sin and the natural feelings and | 
temptations. For instance, I may receive some unexpected unkind- 
ness: in this case, | may be pained and grieved. In the same mo- 
ment, I may be tempted to retaliate. I put it from me. — It returns 
again and again. I still resist, and at last my victory is complete.—_ 
During the agitation of my mind, I continue to exercise faith, and 
have the witness in myself; and when the calin succeeds, | sensibly : 
feel that, by overcoming, I -have gained much more grace and happi- — 
ness. In these spiritual conflicts, the Christian does not always find — 
_. the same cause for triumph. In some of them he barely conquers, _. 
in others he is more than conquerer ; but, admitting that he conquers — 
at all, he is obliged, on a close survey, thankfully to confess, that, _ 
though he seemed to have had neither peace nor love, nor any of the | 
fruit of the Spirit left, except an unshaken confidence in God, great 
_ grace was upon him ; and to rejoice, that, throughout the conflict, he — 


- But supposing that, by some sudden temptation, or otherwise, you 
- should be hurried into your former natural disposition, and find that by 
trifling, unguarded expressions, boasting, complaining, &c., you have 
grieved the Holy Spirit; it does not at all follow, that, because you 
have slipped down, all your bones are broken, or that by one such 
_ transgression the whole body of sin has returned into your soul. No 
degree of piety destroys our free agency ; and, as we here know but 
in part, we are often pressed down with the corruptible body, and few 
get as much established in grace as.they should do: it is not at all — 
surprising that the mind should at times be crushed and baffled by the 
misrepresentations, urgings, and repeated attacks of our malicious ad-- 


| ‘@ such an occasion, fall down before God in deep humiliation, © 
= ; without attempting to extenuate or cover your offence, sue for 
: eae through the infinite merit of the Lord Jesus. Do not stop 
unfaithfulness, nor sufter fear or shame to prevent 
return to Fly to the blood of sprinkling. Be- 
weaknesses, and pray for renewed tokens of his 
St. John’s words: “ My tis 
i unto you, that ye sin not. And if anx ial 

cate with the Pachas J dif any man sin, we have an advo- — 

» Jesus Christ the righteous: and he is the pro- 


Pitiation for our sins: and not fo 
the whole world.” bi oDeaiile uns only , but also for the sins of 


little children, these things write _ 
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Taking God at his Word. 


While you thus stand reproved for your fault, be encouraged by 
divine goodness still to proceed in the path of duty. Make fresh of- 
fers of yourself to God; and run with increased vigor the race set 
before you. That “blood which makes the wounded whole,” will — 
certainly heal you: and, by stronger acts of faith, you will receive 
- greater strength to preserve you in future. Beware of reasoning 
yourself into discouragement; and as soon as the Comforter returns 
and witnesses to your heart, praise him with unfeigned lips, and con- 
tinue to rejoice in his full salvation. 


B. What would you advise me to do, that I may be fully estab- 
lished in this liberty? | 

P. This is a very important question:- I will therefore enlarge a 
little upon it; and, trusting that you will not forget what may be ad- 

vanced, I shall then take my leave. _ : 


1. If you would be established in Christian holiness, it will be ne- 


- cessary for you to believe, without wavering, the love of God towards 


you in Jesus Christ. ‘‘ We have known,” said the beloved disciple, 
“and believed, the love that God hath to us; for God is love.” Fre- 
_ quently meditate upon the price paid for your redemption ; the long- 

continued efforts of the Spirit, to bring you from the ways of sin; 
the blessings you have received, and are every hour receiving from. 


above, and the prospects before you. Consider these things, as the 
Spirit may lead you; and then ask yourself, What am I, or what my _ - 


_ father’s house, that thou art so mindful of such an unworthy creature ! 


Look at his condescension and beneficence, till you are ashamed to 
doubt. It is He that hath wrought this work of sanctification in your ~ 
‘soul, and it is his good pleasure to bring you to his everlasting king- 
dom. As long as you firmly believe this, no fear can come near to 
harm you. While you see and know that the Lord, with his “ great — 
and strong sword,” rises against the “‘ piercing, crooked serpent,”’ and ° 
against all your enemies, from the great love wherewith he loveth 
_- you, nothing can make you afraid. And the stronger your confidence 
~ 1s in Him, the better will he be pleased with you and your services. 


| From the Oberlin Evangelist. 
TAKING GOD ATHIS WORD, 

 A-young convert, who appeared to be in a very simple, childlike, 

se and consequently, in a highly spiritual state of mind, was, on being 
examined for admission to the Church, asked this question: ‘‘ What 

is faith?” “1 don’t know,” was the reply, “unless it be this: taking 


\ 
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yi}. tle’ unto all men; 
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God at his word.” For myself, I have seldom met with a definition 
of faith, which has struck my mind as more interesting and 65 ge 
vate, and as giving a more direct insight into the very nature an Spirit — 
of the thing itself. Then, permit me to say to every Christian, that 
if you have distinctly apprehended and learned to practice upon all 
‘that is comprehended in the above definition, you are now at least far 
‘advanced towards the “stature of a perfect man in Christ Jesus.” — 
Through Christ, there “are given unto us exceeding great and pre- 
cious promises, that by these ye might be made partakers of the di- 
vine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through 
lust ;” and if you have learned to “ take God at his word,” by ap- 
plying these promises for the very purpose for which they were given, 
you have begun to know the blessedness of the “ pure in heart,” and 
of those who are “made perfect in love.” What, Christian, 1s your 
experience in this matter? bes 


‘THE PEACEABLE MAN. 
_ Asa neighbor, he judges that other men have a right to their own 
‘peace, as much as himself. ‘As he is sure, therefore, to shun all oc- 
_ casions of contention himself, so he interposes with prudence to re- 
_ store peace among friends or neighbors that have fallen out. He uses 
candor in judging of others, by looking frequently into his own breast, 
and observing the frailties of his own temper or complexion. As he 
meditates no evil against others, he is disquieted with no suspicion of 
_ receiving evil from others. His peaceable disposition is the best fence 
about his own property. If he sustains any injury, his anger does not 
‘Tise, as the son of Sirach expresses it, chapter xxiii. 10, “ according 
to his riches,” or is “ the more inflamed, because stronger to contend ;” » 
but he keeps an equal eye to the duty of forgiveness on theone hand, 
and to the interests of the community on the other, never setting his 
OWN’ private interest; opinion, or inclinations, at war with the public. 
Though he be zealous for right, and truth, and conscience, he is gen- 
apt to teach ; patient ; in meekness instructing 
those who oppose themselves ; he considers what his great Master 
_ did or said, or would have done or said upon a like occasion; never 
- Supporting his religion at the expense of his humanity, by cutting 
away the very ground upon'which he stands. 
his family is the very residence of peace 
forth “and jarrings are heard—no tale of strife comes 
censorious neighborhood. He lays tle 
_. “euneahon of his children’s future peace, by watching their several 
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dispositions, and fashioning them so as to make them fall in with each 


other, and to bear one and the self same way. To this end he dis- 
 courages little unworthy competitions, and removes the seeds of jeal- 
ousy and discontent, by an equal tenderness to all; by. carrying it. 


with an even hand towards the whole, setting a profitable example to 
a divided world, “how good and pleasant it is for brethren to dwell 
together in unity ;” receiving a just reward himself, in that heart-felt 
satisfaction, that serenity of mind, which gives a grateful cast to his 
outward behavior, and is the envy of those many wretches who are 


all either transport or dejection; all pride, envy, or contention ; and 


whose brightest scenes are, at best, but a splendid misery. 


THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH'S OBLIGATION. 


Never was there an age, when the wide field of human misery was 
so accurately ‘measured, and so fully explored, as the present ; and, 


~ consequently, there never was atime, when the obligation of the 


Christian church, to bring out all its divine resources and remedies, 


was so binding and so great. Never was there an age, when science 


attempted so much, and promised so largely—challenging the gospel, — 
in effect, to run with it a race of philanthropy; and, consequently, | 


never was there a time, when it so much concerned the church to 


vindicate her character as the true angel of mercy to the world; and 


_ to shew that not by might, nor by power, but by the Spirit of God, ~ 


the wounds of the world must be healed. Never was there a time, 
when the elements of universal society exhibited so much restless- 


ness and change—when the ancient superstitions exhibited so man 
signs of dotage and approaching death—when the field of the world 
_ Was so extensively broken up, and ready for cultivation ; broken up, 
not by the ordinary ‘ploughshare of. human instrumentality, but:hy 
strange convulsions from beneath, and by bolts from an invisible hand ~ 


above ; and, consequently, never was there a time, which so loudly 


called on the Christian sower to go forth and sow. And never was. — 
_ there a land blessed with such peculiar facilities as Britain, for acting | 
as a witness for Christ tothe world. Why is it that the gospel is, at 
_ this time, in trust with a people whose ships cover the seas—who are 
_ the merchants of the world? Has he, who drew the boundaries of 
nin Judea with his own finger—who selected the precise spot for the 
_ temple—who did everything for the Jewish church with design, —. 


abandoned the Christian church to accident? ‘And, if not, if he has 


placed the gospel here with design, what can the nature of that de- 


a 
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‘sign be, but that it should be borne to the world on the wings of every 
‘wind that blows? Say, why is it that Britain, and her religious ally, 
America, should divide the seas—s 


hould hold the keys of the world? 


‘Oh! were we but awake to the designs of God, and to our own re- — 
sponsibility, we should hear him say, “I have put you in possession 
of the seas; put the world in possession of my gospel.”” And every 
ship we sent out would be a missionary church—like the ark of the 
deluge, a floating testimony for God, and bearing in its bosom the 


seeds of a new creation. Christians, ours is, indeed, a post of respon- — 
sibility and of honor! On us have accumulated all the advantages of 


the past ; and on us lies the great stress of the present. The world 


- js waiting, breathless, on our movements; the voice of all heaven 1s 


urging us on. Oh! forcelestial wisdom, to act in harmony with the 
high appointments of Providence—to seize the crisis which has come 
for blessing the world.—Harris’s Sermon. 


PRIDE AND HUMILITY. 
Christians undoubtedly lose much enjoyment which they might eX- 
perience, but for want of humility. Pride, like an incurable plague, 
clings to every part of our character. It first keeps us away from the 
Saviour, and from the consolations of his pardon and love, to the last 


possible moment, and then, in a little while after we have been con- 


‘strained to accept the tender of divine grace, it inflates us with a 


complacent notion of our own merit for having done so. It gives us 
a lofty idea of our importance to the Christian cause, and, in our. 


_views, the credit of a:large share of what is done to promote if It. 


leads us to thank God that we are not like other men, nor so bad as 


~~ the profane publicans whom we see around us. It steals away the 
ae life of devotion ; renders us cold and formal ir. the discharge of reli- 
‘gious duties ; confines our souls to a lean and m 


eacre state, and cheats. 
them out of the comforts of piety. — | | 


Humility is precisely the opposite of this pernicious quality. Tt is» 


_ always ready to fall at the feet of the Saviour 

_ ness for the past, and his grace for t 
-» others can possibly be of its 
-. hor disturbed, when others o 
~ satisfied with what it has 
religious life; and const 
-hounce its dependence 
the atonement of the Saviour. 


to implore his forgive- 
he future. More sensible than — 
own deficiencies, it is neither offended 
bserve and remark upon them. It is dis- - 
done for Christ ; with its attainments in a 
antly becomes more and more eager to re- 
for salvation on any person, or thing aside from 
It considers others better than itself; 
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{ 


sympathizes with the miseries of all; and by constantly entertaining 
the spirit, insures to itself the consolations of the gospel. 

Christian reader, this is only a picture ; but let me inquire whether | 
you have not often seen the originals, from which it is drawn, in act- 
ual life? Let me further ask, whether some traits of the former like- 
ness are not to be recognized in your own breast? Should this be 
the case, immediately fix it as an indelible principle in your mind, 
that lowliness of spirit is absolutely essential to your happiness as a 
Christian ; then take the appropriate er to secure so inestimable a 
blessing. —Christian Watchman. | 


REJOICING IN Gop, 


My Gop! in whose presence Ilive,, | 
Sole object of all my desires, = 

: Who know’ st what a flame I STORE | 

And canst easily double its fires 

How pleasant is all that ] meet, 
From fear of adversity free ; 

I find even sorrow made sweet, 
Because ‘tis assigned me by Thee. 


Transported see Thee display 
Thy riches and glory divine; 

I have only my life to repay— 
what I would gladly resign. 


Thy will is the I' seek, 
. For Thou art as faithful as strong ; = 
There let me, obedient and 
Repose all the day long. 


Oh glory, in whick! am lost, 
Too deep for the plummet of thought ! 
On an ocean of Deity tost, | 
f am swallowed, I sink into nought. 
Yet pew and absorbed as I 
I chant to the praise of my King, 
And though overwhelmed by the theme, 


Am happy whenever I sing. 
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_ “a perfect way ;” and cxix. 1,“ Blessed are the undefiled,” or perfect ; and cxxxviil. 


Let us now look for a moment into the 


thou hast.” John xvii, 23, “That they 
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CHRISTIAN PERFECTION EVERY WHERE IN THE BIBLE. 


Scriptures to ascertain whether she had any duty respecting it, or not. At 


experience and practice, and that in a remarkable way. She had two children; 


praising God in a low, feeble voice—‘ Glory! glory ! glory!” As her strength 


- increased, she raised her voice, till every feature expressed, in the highést degree, 
the serenity and triumph of her soul. I have thus made a long introduction to a 


‘small incident. \ 


\ 


The morning after her glorious victory, I called to see her. I found her, as | 


left her the preceding evening, full of faith and the Holy Ghost. ‘She said, that 
after I left her, it was suggested to her mind to open the Bible, and mark the first . 
passage that should strike her eye. The words on which she opened were, ‘ Mark 
the perfect man, and behold the upright ; for the end of that man is peace.” “And 
since then, I see something relating to perfection every where.”’ What before was ~ 
obscure, is now made plain; what was dark, is now illumined. While the veil of | 

ignorance or prejudice is on the mind, the most glorious truths and declarations 


lie hid, like the diamond in the quarry. Le 
rience, and they constitute the most invaluable treasure. mons 

“ Something relating to perfection evcry where.” ~ 
words contain truth or falsehood. Gen. vi.f, “ Noah was perfect ;” and xvii: 1, 
‘Be thou perfect.” Deut. xviii. 13, “ Thou shalt be perfect.” 2 Sam. xxii. 33, 
‘“ He maketh my way perfect.” Psal. xviii. 32, “ God girdeth me with ‘strength, 
and maketh my way perfect.” Jobiol, That man-was perfect and i. 8, ‘A 
perfect man ;” and ii. 3, “ A perfect and an upright man ; and viii. 20, “ God will 


not cast away a perfect man.” Psal. xxxvii. 37, “Mark the perfect man ;’’ and 


Ixiv. They shoot in secret at the perfect ;”’ ahd will behav 
8, “ The Lord will perfect that which concerneth me.” 


same truth, that the Bible is full of perfection. | 


Matt. v. 48, ‘‘ Be ye perfect ;” and xix. mh; if thou wilt, be deefnct. gO and sell. 


| “Are ye now made bythe. 
Eph. iv.13, JE. PO: e perfect by the fle 


‘ Let us, as many as be perfect, be thus minded.” Col. iii. 12, «Whom 
we preach, &e., that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus ;’’ and Vv. 
U2, “ Laboring fervently for 


length, however, she was convinced of the great importance of it, as a matter of 


their excellence be tested’ by expe- 


et us see whether these 


New Testament, for the 


<a may be perfect in one.”’ 1 Cor. ii. 6, 
Howbeit, we speak wisdom among them that are. perfect.’ 2 Cor. xiii. 1), 
_ “Finally—be perfect.” Gal. iii. 3, 


‘The writer was once acquainted with a pious female, who had heard the doc: - 
trine of Perfection, without feeling any particular interest in it, or searching the 


one her own child, the other adopted. She saw these children both awakened ina 

family prayer-meeting. It occurred to her mind with great force, that she could 
not discharge her duty to her children, unless she first gave herself, her whole soul — 
and body, to the Lord. She sunk down to the floor, powerless and speechless, : 
and there lay till prayer was answered, and her countenance lighted up with a ray: 
of that glory which shines in the face of Jesus Christ.’ In a short time she began 


— 


e myself in 


‘ Till we all come in the unity of the faith | thas | 
~ Phil. iii. 15, | ye aith, unto a perfect man 


you in prayers, that ye may stand perfect and complete 
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jn all the will of God.” 1 Thes. iii. 10, “ Night and day praying exceedingly— 
that we might perfect that which is lacking in your faith.” 2 Tim. iil. 17, “* That 
- the man of God may be perfect.” Heb. vii. 19, “ The law made nothing perfect, 
but the bringing in of a better hope did ;”’ and ii. 40, “ God having provided some 
better thing for us, that they without us should not be made perfect.” oS 
These are but a few of the passages which recognize the doctrine of perfection. 
We might easily fill a sheet with those which teach us that we may be made clean 
through the Word ;—that we may cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh 
and spirit; that we may be renewed in the spirit ; that we may be fair and without 
spot; that we may be made pure in heart; that we may be holy—sanctifted wholly, — 
-in spirit, and soul, and body. Our old man is crucified with Christ, and the body | 
of sin destroyed ; and we are to have a resurrection to a new, a spiritual life with — 
him, that the righteousness of the law (what the law requires,) may be fulfilled in 
us who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. Gh : | 
Let the reader reflect how very often these and similar words and phrases occur 
in the Bible ; and then let him consider that we are not at liberty to limit the 
meaning of Scripture, where the Scriptures do not limit it,—and he will see per- 
‘fection every where inthe Bible. 
Should we limit our observation to one class of passages, those which perempto- 
rily require perfect holiness of us, how great would be the mass of evidence in sup- . 
port of our position! It isa fact, as the good providence of God would have it, 
that the most bitter opposers of perfection are constrained to acknowledge the obli- 
~ gation upon us to be perfectly holy. But in acknowledging this they acknowledge — 
“every thing. For why should that be peremptorily required, which is absolutely 


impossible? But we will not leave the question here, but will show, by the most 


explicit commands of our Maker, that perfection in holiness is required of ‘us. 
‘‘ Speak unto all the congregation of Israel, and say unto them, Ye shall be holy, — 
for I the Lord your God am holy.” Lev. xix. 2. “ Butas he which hath called 


is holy, so be ye holy in all: manner of conversation; because it is written, Be 


ye holy, for Tam holy.” 1 Pet. i. 15,16. “ Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is’ 
one Lord. And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thine heart, and with all 
thy soul, and with all thy might.” Deut. vi. 4,5. “ And thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and -with 
all thy strength. This is the first commandment. And the second is like, namely 
/ this, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. There is none other velaieinhuneat 
_ greater than these.”’ Mark xii. 30, 31. St. Matthew says, “On these two command- 
ments hang all the law and the prophets ;” Matt. xxii. 40, that is—whatever is found | 


the moral law, is summarily comprehended in these two commandments. 


_ Toall this we may add the promises, which are neither few nor small: Indeed, 
there is one promise which measures all the promises, as the one great command- 
ment does all the other commandments. It is found in Hebrews vill. 10, ‘¢ For: | 


: Vite 1s the covenant that 1 will make with the house of Israel, After those days, 
saith the Lord, J will put my laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts - 


and I will be to them a God, and they shall be to mea people.”” Now what can we 
— ask for more, than to have the law of God. wrought into the very texture of our 
} mind and heart, so that the disposition and affections of our inner man shall answer. 

to the divine rule of right, as face answereth to face in a glass ? Is the law then. 


ai holy, just, and good? So is the mind and heart of him who receives this divine. 


impression. The image of God is then fully restored to the heart of man. That 
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this is the fall ‘cna proper. meaning of the promise under consideration, i is farther 
. . evident from the declaration in the text, ‘“ And I will be to them a God, and they 
shall be to me a people.’”’ When God made promise to the patriarch Abraham, of 
’ @ two-fold seed, in whom all the families of the earth should be blessed —of all _ 
temporal blessings in Canaan, and of all spiritual blessings connected with his free 
justification through faith, he did it in these few words—t WILL BE A Gop UNTO. 
THEE. 
_. There is, moreover, a peculiarity attending the promises of Christian perfection. 
These are not only the ‘‘ better promises’’ spoken of by the apostle, but they are 
generally used in the superlative degree, as though God designed, not only to im- 
press us with the vastness of the promises, or the promised blessings, but also to 
_ give us the greatest assurance of their accomplishment. The promises of salvation 
from all sin, and perfect holiness in this life, are generally connected with the word 
all. — a few examples. ‘The blood of Jesus Christ his Son eleanseth us from 
. “ALL sin.” ‘If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, 
and to cleanse us from ALL unrighteousness.” Having therefore these promises, 
dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from Avt filthiness of flesh and spirit, PER- 
_ FECTING HOLINEss in the fear of God.’? Again, “ Then will I sprinkle clean water 
upon you, and ye shall be clean from act your filthiness ; and from aLt your idols © 
will I cleanse you. A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put 
‘within you; and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give . 
you a heart of flesh. ’» I would not be understood to say, that God does not forgive 
_ all our sins when he writes their pardon; or that he has nowhere promised to for- 
“give all our sins; but that he has expressed the promises of entire sanctification 
~~ generally, in stronger and more guarded language than the promises of justification. 
_ And why is this, if not ‘to ree faith to lay hold on so great a nloesing: so 
glorious a / 
From the imperfect view given above, the serious baller will not think it too 
much to say, “the Bible is full of the jSetzine of Christian perfection. And if the — 
Bible be full of it, the Church should be full of it also... And till this be the case, 
lukewarmness and the love of the world will more or less prevail, even within the - 
_ sacred enclosure of the Church of God. And to how many might we apply the 
message sent to the church of Sardis, with the alarming commination annexed, in 
case of disobedience. “Thou hast a name that thou livest and art dead. Be | 
» watchful, and strengthen. the things which remain, that are ready to die ; race ee 
“have not found thy works perfect before God. Remember, therefore, how thou 
hast received and heard, and: hold fast. and. repent. If therefore thou shalt. not 
watch, Twill come on thee.as a and. thou not ‘know what hour Twill 
If the Bible is full of this fica so haa the Church be also. But Haw can 
this happy event be brought about? It cannot be by the haste and, furious zeal of 
man, We may well be afflicted and mourn over the low estate of Zion; but let 
us never be unmindful of what God i is doing for her. Notwithstanding the evils 
complained of, there are many encouraging symptoms. The tone and spirit « of pure’ 
ae and vital’ religion j is on the rise. The Bible is doing. much in a silent, but efficient 
aoa while every year it is travelling farther and farther in the earth. The mis-— 
poner y:épitit. is rising higher and higher; and in her missions the Church may 


look for a revival of pure and primitive Christianity. And let it not be forgotten, 


or of, that God 18 raising up witnesses of perfect love, 
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even in the very naidst of us. ‘This work may, yea, surely will be opposed by 


Communication. 


= 


luke-warm and worldly Christians, as well as by the spirit of infidelity. But 
stronger is he that is for us, than all they that are against us. The witnesses of 
perfect love are more in number now than in the days of the apostles, to whom was 
given commission to preach the gospel to every creature ; which commission they 


~ executed with glorious success. We are apt to feel as Elijah did when he thought 
- himself the only prophet who had escaped the persecution of Ahab. But there are 


more than seven thousand who have not bowed the knee to the world nor to anti- 
christ. In Great Britain, we can reckon a Fletcher, a Walsh, a Bramwell, and a 
host of others; while on this side the Atlantic, we have a Brainerd, a Taylor,a 


- Payson, and many others, who loved the Lord with all their hearts. Let us then 
go forward in our work, not doubting but that the Lord of All will be with us, and 


crown our labors with SUCCESS. : M. 


For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 


Mr. lis with no ordinary degree of pleasure, that hail the appear- 
ance of the ‘ Guide to Christian Perfection,’’ on its first visit of love and mercy to — 


my humble abode. It appears to me to be. just the periodical we need, in this age 


and state of the Church,—a work well adapted to accomplish the grand and soul- 


stirring object had in getting it up, viz. the revival of primitive holiness in 


the Church of Christ. It brings before the Church, and presents to her, the rich 5 


inheritance of perfect love,—the most valuable blessing heaven can bestow upon 
her in her militant state. | 

“Why did our blessed Saviour condescend to pass through thie: scenes of the 
Garden, and the cross? W hy has he ascended up on high, there to fill the office 
of priest in the presence of God ? Was it not that he might redeem his people | 
from unrighteousness, and impart to them the fulness of God! Yes; and this | 


_ object was worthy of the Holy Trinity, who laid and executed the scheme of re- 
deeming love. There is no subject so well calculated to interest the feelings of the’ 
Christian, to call forth the powers of his mind, and the strongest desires of his 


heart, as that brought before us in the Guide. Every thing that will aid: in bring- / 
ing the Church up to her duty and privilege in point of moral purity, has strong 


_ €laims upon the attention and efforts of every professed follower of Christ ; and 


upon every effort in a cause so intimately connected with the glory of God, we may 


~ expect His blessing. You, Mr. Editor, may look without the fear of disappoint. TaN 
ment for the influences of the Holy Spirit to attend your labor in sending forth the f | 


Guide to enlighten the professed disciple of the benevolent Jesus upon the doctrine | 
of Christian ines) to press upon their hearts the importance of perfecting holi- | 


ness in the fear of God ; to point out the means to be used, and the conditions upon 
- which they may Claim, receive, and enjoy. this promised SRR, 
- Guide will be the at through which the pure light of life will be shed upon 


the dark and bewildered spirit that is seeking rest and finding none,—the instru- 
ment of j inspiring hope in the desponding breast; and, in the hands of God, the — 


means of bringing many a trembling, burdened ue toclaim, through the blood of 
Christ, the of a clean heart. 


trust the 
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my dear brethren in the ministry, that the Guide should have a 


is important 7 
There are many reasons that might be brought 


very wide and general circulation. 
to bear directly upon this point ; but I shall namea few only. : 
Ist. As far as my knowledge extends, it is the only work among us that is 
ss exclusively deyoted to the subject of holiness ; and it Gare appear to me, that we 
ought, as a Church, to have a periodical devoted particularly to it. There will 
undoubtedly be much more published upon the nature and importance of the bless- 
ing of perfect love, than there would be if we had no such work published in our 

2d. It will prove a powerful auxiliary to the Methodist ministry, if'we, as min- 
isters, are doing our duty, are striving to bring our people up to the gospel standard 
—to full conformity to God. For this we preach, for this we pray and visit. But 
-O, how often are we cast down by ¢ceing little, if any, fruit of our labors, Now 
let a copy of the Guide be taken by every family in our respective charges, and its 
influence will be felt. It will explain and enforce in the domestic. circle, what is 
delivered from the pulpit; and aid us’ in raising up many living witnesses of the 
power of Christ to save from all sin. We may expect much help from this work, if 
it is well sustained, in preparing us to teach and preach the truth as it is in Jesus. 
_ 3d. It is a humiliating truth, that there are comparatively few among us in the 
membership, or ministry, who enjoy the blessing of holiness. It is true we may be 
- correct in theory, but we are wanting, as a Church, in experience in a present and 
full redemption. It is to be feared that there are fewer instances of sanctification 
now, than formerly. If this be true, there is a loud call for something to be. done 
to revive the Church and call her attention to this condition of things, and lead her 
to seek for all the mind that was in her Redeemer, that she may be perfect and — 
entire, wanting nothing. Will not the Guide be a good help in this work, any 
4th. As I have said before, the Guide is devoted to a subject that. involves the 
dearest interests of the Church of God; and not only the interests‘of’ the Church, © 
but of the world. _ What could exert such a salutary influence upon the condition 
_ of our poor, fallen world, as a general revival of holiness in the Church? Make 
- the Church holy, and she would indeed be a light that could not be hid. Just in- 
_ proportion as the people of God increase in holiness, they increase in moral power. 
OVER and strength of desire for, the salvation of the world. It would give anew 
| impulse to every benevolent enterprize of the. day. Many would be found ready 
to carry the tidings ‘of salvation to thé ends of the earth. 
would be consecrated to God, and the stone cut from 
with a velocity before unknown. 
Messiah have the hea : 
for his possession.: p | 
N ow, my-br ethren, shall we not do all we can tosustain a work. the 
which is to revive and carry forward the Church to tl ( 
| of God ean but think you individually 
“preacher in New England become an active agen 
subscribers as he can, immediately, 
advance ; for those who haye taken t 
Our help, and must have our help, 
August, 1839, 


‘The gold and silver 
mountain would ‘roll 
The latter-day glory would soon dawn, and the ~ 
for ioheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth 


tendency of 
1€ enjoyment, of the fulness 
spond, I will! Then let every 
: agent for the Guide, and get as many 
and forward their names, with the pay in ts 
he responsibility of starting this work need 
or the GUIDE cannot be sustained. — | 
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